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Summer Weather Graces Montana 

Territory Peacemakers April 

Monthly Match  

June 2018 

     Mother Nature graced us with a beautiful day for shooting. Eighteen signed up to shoot the match 
with Huckleberry Jackôs wife assisting by taking pictures and picking brass. Karilynn manned the 
scoring tablet and both Angel and Lilly Blossom, not shooting due to healing from medical issues, 
assisted as brass pickers and counters.  Shorty changed his name to 
Big Jake Blackburn. 
 
     Five stages written by Grizzly Bill, with Galloping Swede as Match 
Director, were enjoyed by all. They were based on the real lives of Little 
Britches and Cattle Annie, teenage female outlaws, who were part of 
the Bill Doolin Gang. They were excellent horsewomen and marks-
women who dressed in men's clothing. They sold whiskey to the Osage 
and Pawnee, as well as engaging in horse theft, operating together or 
alone. They thwarted the law for only two years, but proved a challenge 
to law enforcement and the judicial system. Both were eventually im-
prisoned at Framingham, Massachusetts. 
 
     The side match was entitled "25 Seconds or Less," the goal being to 
shoot the stage in less than 25 seconds. Thirteen shooters took up the 
gauntlet with Eastwood leading the pack with a total time of 21.07. 
 
                                         Angel  
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Western land was made for those 
Who like land wild and free, 
For cattle, deer, and buffalo, 
For antelope and me; 
For those who like a land the way 
That it was made by God 
Before men thought they could improve 
By plowing up the sod. 

I want the rivers running clean, 
I want a clear, blue sky, 
A place to draw a good, deep breath 
And live, before I die. 
I want the sage, I want the grass, 
I want the curlew's call, 
And I don't want just half a loaf,ð 
I've got to have it all. 

These cities seem to ear me down 
And I can't stand their roar, 
They make me have the itching foot 
To get back West once more. 
I hate the milling herds in town 
With all their soot and grime, 
I wouldn't trade a western trail 
For Broadway any time. 

Just give me country big and wide 
With benchland, hills and breaks, 
With coulees, cactus, buttes and range, 
With creeks, and mountain lakes, 
Until I cross the Great Divide, 
Then, God, forgive each sin 
And turn me loose on my cayuse 
But please don't fence me in. 
 
by Robert H. Fletcher, (1885-1972) from "Corral Dust," 1936 

edition  

 This poem and photo are in the public domain. 
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Cowboy Poetry  

   òOpen Rangeó  
     By Robert "Bob" Fletcher    

This 1939 photo is titled "Cowboy in front of bunkhouse, Quarter 

Circle U Ranch, Big Horn County, Montana." It's by Arthur 

Rothstein (1915-1985) and a part of the U.S. Farm Security Ad-

ministration/Office of War Information Black & White Photo-

graphs collection in the The Library of Congress Prints and Pho-

tographs Division. Find more about it here: www.loc.gov/

pictures/item/fsa1997011508/PP/ 

     "Open Range" inspired the popular song written 
in the 1930s, by Cole Porter, "Don't Fence Me In." In 
1934, Porter purchased the rights to the poem from 
Montana Department of Highways engineer, Robert 
(Bob) Fletcher.  Porterõs song was to be part of a 
musical that was never made.  Ten years later, Bing 
Crosby and the Andrews sisters recorded the song 
and a year later, Roy Rogers sang the song in the 
film òHollywood Canteen.ó 
     Fletcher wasnõt originally credited as a co-writer 
of the song by Porterõs publishers, but his name was 
eventually added.  See Roy Rogers sing the song 
here:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=WLoYFvbR0XY 
     Fletcher also wrote Free Grass to Fences: The 
Montana Cattle Range Story, published in 1960 and 
other books and pamphlets, including American Ad-
venture: Story of the Lewis and Clark Expedition 
(1945).  

https://www.facebook.com/libraryofcongress/?fref=mentions
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/fsa1997011508/PP/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/fsa1997011508/PP/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WLoYFvbR0XY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WLoYFvbR0XY


MTP Times:   Thanks, Powder 
River Joe, for providing this is-
sueôs ñShooter Profile.ò  Tell us, 
how did and/or why did you 
choose your Alias?   
Powder River Joe:  My original 
alias was óWoomera Wonkerô; a 
term from the Australian Out-
back I learned of when stationed 
there in the ó80ôs. But, as no one 
here knew what it was (or even 
pronounce it) I changed it to 
óPowder River Joeô; after my 
Grandfather and uncle that had 
a ranch on the Powder River in 
southeastern Montana.  I have 
old photos of my grandfather in 
real cowboy gear with his horse 
and guns, one with him sporting 
a Cheyenne chiefôs feathered 
full length headpiece.  He 
worked at Fort Keogh in Miles 
City in the early 1900s and 
traded with the Cheyenne. 
MTP Times: How long have you 
been shooting Cowboy Action? 
Powder River Joe:  This is my 
second year.  I play in the Bill-
ings Pops Orchestra with Bugler 
& he got me started in Cowboy 
Action.  I joined SASS in 2017. 
MTP Times:  Why did you start 
shooting Cowboy Action?   
Powder River Joe:   Iôve always 
been an old time cowboy & fire-
arms nut and this was an oppor-
tunity to act out the part and 
keep my firearms from becom-
ing safe queens. 
MTP Times:   What do you like 
about Cowboy Action Shooting? 

Powder River Joe:  
I used to shoot a lot of .22 and 
air pistol, rifle, big bore pistol 
and high power rifle, but that 
became too competitive for my 
eyesight and just not fun.  I like 
to shoot other than bullseye, 
dress the part and just have 
fun.  My hat is an old óDobbsô 
Dad bought at the long-gone 
Furstnows Western Wear in 
Miles City back in the ó40ôs. 
MTP Times:  What guns do 
you shoot and why?  Have you 
shot others?  Why did you 
change? 
Powder River Joe:  I started 
with an Italian SAA clone in 44-
40, a Rossi ô92 in .44 mag and 
an old LC Smith 12 gauge 
shotgun.  I love to attend gun 
shows & quickly moved on to 
real Colt 45 SAAs, a Winches-
ter 92 and a Russian Baikal 
coach gun.  The Colts were too 
valuable for regular use, so 
they were replaced with Uberti 
stainless SAA clones.  I hap-
pened across a nice Winches-
ter 73 that replaced the 92.  
The Baikal was functional, but 
crude, and I wanted a hammer 
coach gun.  A nice Parker 12 
gauge was found at a local gun 
show, but that was replaced 
with a huge LC Smith 10 gauge 
found on the internet.  Itôs 
clumsy and slow to use, but 
makes a wonderful amount of 
smoke & noise! 
MTP Times:  Where all do/

have you shot matches?   
Powder River Joe:  So far, just 
in Billings.  Since I recently re-
tired, I hope to take in more 
matches across Montana and 
Wyoming. 
MTP Times: Have you held 
any club positions, been match 
director, written scenarios, built/ 
contributed props (which 
ones)???  
Powder River Joe:  Nothing 
yet, but I would like to try writ-
ing some scenarios.  I am 
pretty busy with the orchestra 
and a rock band school to hold 
any club positions at this time. 
MTP Times:   Anything new or 
different you'd like to see at our 
matches?   
Powder River Joe:  The pre-
sent matches have all been 
challenging.  I intend to try 
something new to include when 
writing a scenario.  Wild Bunch 
matches look to be interesting. 
MTP Times:   What other types 
of shooting do you do?  Hunt-
ing? 
Powder River Joe:  I have not 
hunted big game since high 
school and now just hunt prairie 
dogs at my uncleôs ranch.  I still 
do occasional high power and 
Quigley, but I no longer have 
the eyesight to be competitive.  
MTP Times:  Do you reload?  If 
so, how long have you been 
reloading?  Smokeless?  Black 
                                  (continued on page 4)  
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Montana Territory Peacemakers Monthly Meeting Notes 

May 21, 2018  

Attendees:   Angel, Muggins Taylor, Two Gun Montana,  Backstrap Bill, Galloping Swede, Latigo, Grizzly 

+íúúˋ _íĸ GĖíĸˋ KĆÿÙĚġÀ÷Ùˋ +ĥçúÙĖˋ +ĥçúÙĖ˫Ě GÀúˋ +ÙúúÀÌĆĖÙÓˋ sÀÎ÷ĖÀġġ 

¶ zëĆġçĥĀ WÙççÙĖ˫Ě ĀĆĀ- attendance due to a medical procedure was noted 

¶ Bugler has the stages written for the May match˞ 5 stages, no side match, 50, 50, 28+ round count 

¶ Setup for May match will be Friday, May 25, at 5:30 pm 

¶ There will be a swap meet at the May match 

¶ Latigo will get ice and Galloping Swede will get water for the match 

¶ Big Sky State Games stages , registrations, and food vendor discussed 

¶ June 3 is scheduled for hauling clay pigeon residue to the pistol bays 

¶ Stage writers for the remainder of the year are:  June- Eastwood; July- Homestake; August- Grizzly 

Bill; September- Bugler; and October˟ Latigo 

¶ Homestake has stages written for the two scheduled combined matches.  More may be scheduled 

depending on the outcome of the two remaining matches on the schedule 

(continued from page 3)  
Powder?  Any advice for reloaders? 
Powder River Joe:  Iôve collected a lot of basic equip-
ment to reload, but donôt have the time to load all the calibers I have.  Recently, Iôve confined reload-
ing to black powder; like 45-70 (Sharps) for Quigley, 577-450 for an old Zulu wars Enfield, and of 
course, black powder for my vintage 10 gauge!  I found some vintage shotgun reloading tools, but 
have since custom made most of my own. 
 MTP Times: Anything else you'd like other shooters to know about you???  Any advice for new 
shooters? 
Powder River Joe:   Iôm a retired USAF officer from the missile and engineering fields.  Teaching 
shooting safety, especially to juniors is paramount.  Modern TV and movies seem to lack moral guid-
ance, and focus on all too graphic bloody scenes and body count.  CAS rules and discipline rein-
force that firearms are not toys, but can be enjoyed safely.  
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Second Combined CAS /WBAS Match Weathered Out 
 �6�R�P�H�W�L�P�H�V���L�W���V�H�H�P�V���\�R�X���M�X�V�W���F�D�Q�¶�W���E�H�D�W���P�R�W�K�H�U���Q�D�W�X�U�H�������)�R�U���W�K�H���V�H�F�R�Q�G���P�R�Q�W�K���L�Q���D���U�R�Z����

�P�R�W�K�H�U���Q�D�W�X�U�H���K�D�V���³�Z�R�Q�´���W�K�H���F�R�P�E�L�Q�H�G���&�R�Z�E�R�\���$�F�W�L�R�Q��
Shooting/Wild Bunch Action Shooting match scheduled 
for the second Sunday of each month �² April through 
July.  Depending upon the reception and conduct of the 
two remaining scheduled matches, additional matches 
may be scheduled.  


